
Chapter 2       Ethical and Legal Issues 
MULTIPLE CHOICE.  Choose the one alternative that best completes the statement or answers the question. 

1)  The employer of a client in an inpatient psychiatric unit calls and says, "I understand that Mr. X is a client in 

your psychiatric unit. I am his boss, and I am concerned about his condition. How soon do you think he can 

return to work?" Which of the following would be the appropriate response from the nurse? 

A)  "I don't have any idea about his discharge date. I suggest you ask his family." 

B)  "I cannot confirm that we have a client here by that name." 

C)  "I am not allowed to give out any information concerning your employee 

without his permission." 

D)  "You might want to try calling his physician for that information." 

Answer:   B 

 

 

2)  The nurse is caring for a client who is yelling at staff and refusing medication. The most accurate 

documentation for this client would be: 

A)  "Client noncompliant." 

B)  "Client yelling at staff, refused AM medications." 

C)  "Client agitated and uncooperative." 

D)  "Client loud and obnoxious." 

Answer:   B 

 

 

3)  Which of the following is the best example of an ethical dilemma for the nurse? 

A)   A legally competent client who is experiencing psychosis refuses the antipsychotic medication offered 

by the nurse. 

B)  A client with pneumonia decides to comply with the ordered antibiotic therapy. 

C)  A client decides to have laparoscopic surgery instead of open abdominal surgery. 

D)  A client decides not to go to the doctor for his chest pain. 

Answer:   A 

 

 

4)  A nurse forgot to give a hospitalized client his antibiotic medication on two consecutive days. Because of 

this, the client required 10 days of additional therapy with a new antibiotic. The client suffered diarrhea and 

consequent dehydration from the second antibiotic. Was nursing malpractice involved? 

A)  No, because the nurse did not commit an overt act (she omitted the drug). 

B)  No, because the mistake was a human error that could have happened to anyone. 

C)  Yes, because it was the nurse's duty to give the medication; the nurse did not, and the client suffered 

harm as a result of the mistake. The outcome was foreseeable. 

D)  Yes, because the nurse was assigned to the client, and his care was her job. 

Answer:   C 

 

 

5)  A client is yelling, "Spiderman is stronger than Superman!" The nurse says, "It's not 

OK to yell in here. Talk quietly." The client continues to yell about Spiderman. 

What is the best nursing intervention at this point? 

A)  Tell the client that Spiderman is not worth getting upset about. 

B)  Redirect the client to his room. 

C)  Give the client p.r.n. medication for agitation. 

D)  Place the client in a seclusion room where he cannot interrupt the unit's activities. 

Answer:   B 

 

 



6)  The nurse is caring for four clients. One of these clients has been hospitalized with cirrhosis of the liver due 

to alcoholism. The nurse provides minimum care for this client, and devotes the majority of time and 

attention to the other three clients. Which ethical principle of nursing has the nurse violated? 

A)  Beneficence 

B)  Fidelity 

C)  Veracity 

D)  Justice 

Answer:   D 

 

 

7)  Which of the following clients would be the most likely to be admitted involuntarily to a psychiatric unit? 

A)  The client who cannot hold a job 

B)  The client who tells you that aliens have been trying to abduct him 

C)  The client who is stalking and making threatening phone calls to her sister 

D)  The client who tells you about her dead grandmother, who visits her daily 

Answer:   C 

 

 

8)  The nurse on the unit witnesses the client's signature on a consent form for the use of electroshock therapy. 

That signature verifies that the nurse: 

A)  Saw the client sign the consent form. 

B)  Explained the procedure and consequences to the client. 

C)  Is sure the client understands the procedure that is to be done. 

D)  Answered all of the client's questions about the procedure. 

Answer:   A 

 

 

9)  A client who was voluntarily admitted to the inpatient psychiatric facility is refusing her medication, telling 

the nurse, "It makes me feel funny." Which of the following responses by the nurse would be most 

appropriate? 

A)  "You know you have to take your medicine, or I will have to call the doctor." 

B)  "This medicine will make you feel better, so you need to take it." 

C)  "You do have the right to refuse the medicine, but I would like to talk to you about how it makes you 

feel." 

D)  "If you do not take this medicine, I will probably have to restrain you later tonight, which you will 

dislike even more than taking the medicine." 

Answer:   C 

 

 

10)  A client is admitted to an inpatient psychiatric facility. The client is entitled to which of the following rights? 

Select all that apply. 

A)  The right to confidentiality, even if it involves a threat of violence to a potential victim 

B)  The right to informed consent 

C)  The right to the least restrictive treatment alternative 

D)  The right to bring personal items to the unit 

E)  The right to continue receiving the illegal substances he has been abusing to 

prevent withdrawal 

Answer:   B, C, D 

 



 

1)  B  

 

2)  B  

 

3)  A  

 

4)  C  

 

5)  B  

 

6)  D  

 

7)  C  

 

8)  A  

 

9)  C  

 

10)  B, C, D  

 


